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From the Councillors and Shire of Christmas Island
2017 - The Year of the Rooster
Chinese families are busy preparing for Chinese New Year with
celebrations starting on the eve of the new year, Friday 27th January.
This night opens the fifteen days of celebrations with a feast with family
and friends. The Poon Saan Club welcomes all to join in the festivities
with the Chinese community, please see the back page for more details.
This is the year of the Fire Rooster in the Chinese Lunar Calendar, which
is associated with the Chinese Zodiac. The year begins on Saturday 28th
of January with festivities continuing until Friday 10th of February with
the closing night of the Lantern Festival (Chap Goh Mei) at the CLA
Foreshore, please see page 9 for more details.
The rooster is the 10th sign of the 12 year cycle of animals that appear
in the Chinese Zodiac. People born in the year of the rooster are
beautiful, kind-hearted, hard-working, courageous, independent,
humorous and honest.
According to Chinese astrology, the year of one's birth sign is the most
unlucky year in the 12-year cycle. In the year of your sign, fortune in all
aspects of your life will not be very good. Therefore, Roosters should be
more careful in 2017.
It is Chinese tradition to give Ang Pows, small red envelopes filled with
“lucky money”. These envelopes are given to children by their family and
friends. Mandarins or oranges are also given as a symbolism of “gold”, it
has a meaning of bringing in good luck and wealth.
The dragon is a very popular symbol for the Chinese New Year. It is a
symbol of strength and good fortune.
You may also see and hear fireworks as it is believed that the noise of
the fireworks is supposed to scare away all evil spirits allowing the new
year to begin without misfortunes.

We wish all a Happy Chinese New Year and
may the Year of the Rooster be a prosperous year for all.
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